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to the Turkish character. He had no haughtiness or self-
glorification in him, nor the extreme effrontery shown by
former kings in their doings.

When Jemal al-Din was hanged, the Sultan appointed
Mu'allim Ya'kub, the Jew, to the Treasury. The latter acted
as Jemal al-Din had done. He considered himself entitled to
do as he liked with the property of individual Muhammedans.
In a single night the good silver nisf turned into mere red
copper. Adulteration of the coinage went on all through the
Sultan's reign, up to his death. There is an axiom in .the
sacred tradition : " He who deceives us is not of us."

[60] Amongst the evil practices he used to appoint the
inspectors and Arab Sheikhs over fief-lands and pious
foundations, and these would take many times their due.
From this period the affairs of the country steadily deteriorated.
Damascus and Aleppo also declined ; he used to make them
liable *or large sums every year, and they in turn would wring
the money from their peasant subjects. So the owners of fiefs
and settlements were anxious to leave their country for another,
such was the oppression they suffered from their governors,
more especially the Arabs of Jebel Nabulus, on account of the
contributions that had been laid upon them for the infantry
at the time of the expedition. The result was anything but
good to the Syrian population.

Husein, Deputy of Jeddah, used to lay a tax of ten per cent
on the goods of Indian merchants, so they gave up coming
into the port of Jeddah, and its prosperity declined. There
was a scarcity of cotton-stuffs in Egypt, and also of goods
imported from Europe, of rice and of leather ; the ports of
Alexandria and Damietta similarly declined; European
merchants refusing to enter them owing to the extortions
^ practised there. He placed an impost on the sale of corn,
three nisfs being taken on every ardebb from the seller and
buyer, and an equal amount on melons and pomegranates.

He even put an embargo on salt. He renewed many taxes
of such a kind as were not even imposed by Huniades in his